Dear Clay, 2/5/98 

Your 1/27 and the retyped ms. with it were astounding and the best news! 

I d© have the first one you retyped uitfi the corrections indicated, as the 
letter that had not reached you indicates, but with the priorities forced on rae 
what is more important is getting what I've written about the Hersh atroc^y 
retyped, gere it is! And I do look forward to reading and correcting it l 

Before getting into these priorities and the reasons for them, you asked 
about getting Waketh and of course you can have that. Of those to whom 1 have 
given copies, of whom you know only A,1 cKnight, I think and I hope that getting 
a copy of the disk for you will be less burdensome for my dear friend Yfilliam 

Neichter, a lawyer, 1513 Lyndon Lane, #11Jp ^ouisville , KY 40222, who will 
know by a copy of tj^is letter. ilcKnight has a^tliis moment at least three real 
problm^s in getting a disk made, one being that the people at ^ood can take 
forever to do it, and have. Another is that as head of the department he is now 
tied up in their obtaining a replacement for tliat faculty. Alsojjf, his excellent 
The Last Crusade .by Westview, is now getting into the stored/ 

If Bin canSt do it, he'll let me know and we'll find, hopefully, the one 
for whom it will mean less of a prpblem than for others. 

McKnighi may be the best for the second epilogie of Waketh because he 
retyped it. Tlie first epilogie, long lost, has been read and corrected and 
i hope that before too long I'll have it. The son of the friend who is doing 
th arfr took about a half year to do the retyping/ J'M&uU Wk/lh cf u , 

I do not recall that x intended including in what I sent you what we'd 
gotten from the critical-care specialist who noshed me from the local hospital 
to Johns ftapking almost two years ago. Maybe I did and do not remember ^ow. % 
once photographic memory started slipping with the first of the circulator^ dif- 
ficulties more than 20 years ago and they've been slipping ever since. £ know 1 
intended sending copies to those who knew of that hospitalization. Had to get 
that (hopefully that! ) for Ai edicare, which says it does not ordinarily pay for 
a/bulancing from one hospital to another and because the ambulance service did 
not provide Medicare with what it should have. But while x did not intend to 
-frighten you, those medical problems do dominate my priorities, (and while 

they include most, they do not include all my medical problems, alas! !$ight 

JB \! / 

now I'm concerned about the nod for dying the prostate surgery over, i/ve gotten 

more than two years more than the doctors hope from that rotorooter job and I'm 

ver^much aware of the indications of t[\e ned for a repeat. $ 0 , it is age and fife 

health that dominate what, as best I can figure it out, I do and do not do, do 

first rather than by perspnal preference. 
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All the editing suggestions you make are good and appreciated but editing 
is not a prioritt for me compared with getting it on paper as a record for the 
future and then reading and correcting it for content, for accuracy, because ih 
the future some who may read itiaay not be in a position to know if there is an 
^ error. And they can creep in! Hs^bciall^ frj^a haste, ^u'll see a few when 
* return the manuscript I'd read and corrected. 

Reminds me* please use a highlighter wherever you have a question or can't 
make something out or make a change, on the rough draft. I turn the of 

while ^ read it retyped. 

I did not expect what came just before my early hour for retiring yester- 
day^from what you'd d said until the middle of this month^but you finished it 
the end of last month! fantastic! But instead of editing it or an earlier ms. 
that can use editing I started work on a new manuscript. I’ll now lay that aside 
and will go over what I've just gotten first. I should also note that I also make 
mistakes from haste and this gives me a chance to pick some of them up. 

Aft^r youfive retyped Faking Kennedy . I'll return what is to have correctiohs 
made for tliose corrections. I think that with editing Faking could be done 
commercially now but have no agent, no publisher, and much as I'd like to see 
^Wsh corrected, will instead of searching return to the next manuscript be- 
cause 1 believe that if I do not do tliat it will not be done and that it should 
exist as a record for our history. 

Now with regard to what you say in your l/27, I think that when the cor- 
rections ar£ made there should be) eal psgination rither tlian by chapter. Adding 
a contents and a sources page was fine! I J iany tjihnks! So i3 shortefe&jig some of 
those convoluted sentences ^ managed to get tied up in. But again, it is better 
to indicate that with a highlighrer because experience tells me that is one 
way errors creep in. including my own when I've done that jj. 

If what I do not expect, something is ever done with th^nanuscript, that is 
when the title can be improved. If there were any propsect uf publication, what 
you suggest, as in 3* , would be in order but when there is no prospect of publi- 
cation (generally and with regard to that ms in particular) I opt for getting 
more on paper. 

It may not be as real to you ypunger one^ but x live and work wit^tlie know- 
ledge that there may not be another day. I've been given up three time so far 
and am still here and hope n*ex to face that again, at least for a while, but 
I'm so feeble any procedure may tax me too much, as in what is to bo done about 
the prostate other than what I believe they'd not consider now, another rotorooter 

deal and for most men is outpatient. 


the prostate other than what I believe they'd 
job. (The first one was no problem and no 
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I was hopsitalized for five days because of a hematology problem, which is one 
of the reasons I was sent to ^j$dLns, where I'm a hematology patient.) 

I may not always rake the correct decision, but tills is what X intend to 
be what decides it. 

Prom a literary point of view what you say in 3# is correct but it is not as 
important to me as getting the next manuscript on paper so when l rush to make 
the record theje kinds of things will be real and they will continue to exist but 
they should not interfere with comprehension if ever used. (And with Donahue 
and Hickey, I had Hickey ^nd - his family in mind the retired SS agent who was 

y<li6v/ says he has lost Ilia ddress and that^ Hickey's 
daughter, which I do not believe. I think an outrageous reversal in , 

court tap thrown Hicke^for another loop.} j / 

in 4. your reference to "primary source£" is where I refer to what 
* had published, therefore special reasons for my using what I had published, 
with fonahue in part hadtthat. In gen^eal there are two other 

reasons for my doing this, somethimes more. One is that it is then obvious that 
the information had bee drawn together for the use of others and another is my 
present condition and handicaps. I am sitting right now with the typewriter 
betj?een my legs, on a special Atand I had made for it, a pedestal stand rather 
rhhan a table with four legs. My right leg is horizontal, on a thick foam pad 
stop / tand because for more than 20 years I've been to keep my legs at least 
horixLntal wlien not on them. For almost 20 years the left was on the other side 
of that pedestal, on that same fiam pad. But f or^ almost two years now the 
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doctors want ray left leg, foot to be as high as my ty-rttzV, so it is 
close to the heel being at the level of t^e heart of higher by a tiny bit. If 
I do not do this that leg swells quite a bit and circulation is impaajied more. 

So, it is not easy for me to consult the sources x used in the bookd that t did 
publish and were available toothers most of whon, Donahue in particular, had 
them. 

If you mailed this the 27th or the 28, th^ oPS took longer because it got 
here the 4 th. /^ot that Priority is always tvio-Ki^^|fconJrecently sent me 
something by Priority and it took fi^e day^af Oer the Xmas rush. You 
hearing aj^out Dalb& Virone and al^out others. Dave is liTke Jerry, a history prof, 
but he has just retired and is overly busy on his own special projects that 
include a book ms. and helping nqtive Americans, an area of his pre-eminence. 

If yo,V(let me kjiow when to expect Faking retuped I'll ha^v a manuscript with 

corrections back just in time to keep you busy! I do not know how you got the 
time but x love £^d appreciate it. thaMcs and best 


) 


4 


Faking will be in a f file ('box. If you can, please use it when you return it 
with the retyped copy, as I'll explain* I have no filing space upstairs and using 
the stairs to tl ^basement ^ where I have an empty file cabinet, has been unsafe for 
me for several years so I do not go there. (Where most of my documents are and thus 
I can^t cite them as in the past.) Three years ago, on leaving the office of the 
local newspaper, which is but a single step above sidewalk level, my right hip 
or kneee ga>^e way and despite the cane I went down and cofcfld not get up unassisted. 
Fortanateljr the paper's security guard saw me and he picked me up. Insido they 
improvised covering for four wounds that were large find ugly but were quite minor. 
After they were cleaned and covered I drove to the family doctrf. When I left his 
office I was cdYered with four fourOinch Ace bandages, <£>ver gauze! is what 

can happen if I fall, and that is from the oujt^er layer of skv^ only. Last time 
I was in the basement X fell from the bottom step. Fortunately there was a 
young woman student here then* She could bring me a chair and by pushing on it I 
could get up*So, I have no filing spac4 to wliicli I have access for normal filing* 
But I did have the bottom drawers of the file cabinets in my off ice, whiph, 
though quit * small, holds Severn full, sized file cabinets and seven tw^drav/as well 
on one three-drawer. I could not get doen to those bottom drawers to use them for 
filing but I can and do use them <£for storage, ffour are presently full with 
manuscripts that have been retuped and dome ro^uh drafts. As I need the space 
for what has been retyped ^ shift the rough drafts, in boxes like the one x bnw- 
use, to book shelves elsewhere in the house. Gave three shelves of books away to 
get that space* And as l/ng as I have ile-f /Llder boxes I'll be keeping the rough 
drafts as this one is, in a file fold eif/fcy chapter, with in some instances back-i 
stopping included* If ^there is any in this, please ignore it and leave it where 
it is. I do not ^ow remember. The retyped manuscript will be in a stationery 
box that, believe it or not, I can't buy hereqfin Frederick. Not yr even at the 
large store of one of the largest chains of such store. I have a friend who can 
buy’them elsewhere and when she has time she'll replenish my stock. So, the re- 
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taped manuscripts (il 


Soxes in those bottom drawers and the rough 

e all go to Hood, 


drafts will be in their boxes on!|^ those shelves, until 

This may all seem strange blit as we weaken we have to adapt and what we adapt 
to we'd not have thought of before we had the need* 


